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s old as civilization and as
Awidespread as the globe,
the problem of home-
lessness is riddled with complex
causes and often devastating
1 consequences for the hundreds
of thousands of people it touches
| in the United States alone. Rec-
ognizing the seriousness — and
persistence — of this weighty
issue, Catholic Housing Initiative
and Catholic Charities Dallas have
joined forces for the better part of a
decade to address homelessness in
north Texas through their St. Jude
Centers.

PILGRIMS OF HOPE | JUBILEE OF THE POOR

Partnership offers hope, housing for those in need
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St. Jude Center Park Central is one of the three St. Jude Centers currently housing
previously homeless residents. Catholic Housing Initiative owns and develops the
properties, while Catholic Charities Dallas manages the centers and offers social

The St. Jude Center Park Central, a repurposed hotel building, provides 202
permanent supportive housing units for previously unhoused residents 18 years
old and above.

The St. Jude Centers are
properties that provide permanent

supportive housing to formerly
unhoused adults in Dallas
County. CHI, a community-based
nonprofit with a mission for afford-
able housing, owns and develops
the properties; while CCD, a
charitable multi-service agency
serving nine counties, manages the
centers and offers social services
to residents — a match made in
heaven, according to CCD Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer
Dave Woodyard.

“It wouldn’t have worked

without each other,” he said.
Together. CCD and CHI now

services to residents.

seniors 55 years old and above.
The 104 units of the center quickly
filled.

“We realized it was a great thing
for the community,” Woodyard
said.

The second center, St. Jude
Center Park Central, opened in
2020 as a COVID-19 relief center,
a place for unhoused people expe-
riencing the disease to isolate. As
the pandemic passed, the space was

combined forces at The Cottages
at Hickory Crossing, which has
52 units, and City Walk at Akard,
which provides 200 units for low
income and formerly homeless
residents.

A family of neighbors
Because the causes of homeless-
ness are multifaceted — ranging
from rising costs to deteriorating
relationshins — the needs of those
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